I 
JOY THAT IS STRONG 


“The joy of the Lord is your strengeh”” 
(Nehemiah 8.10). 


GODS JOY is for all His children. All can have it 
who will allow His Word to enter their hearts day by 
day, and receive by faith what He gives from it. In 
this eighth chapter of Nehemiah we see the children 
of Israel, who because of their rebellion and dis- 
obedience against the Word of God had been in capti= 
vity in Babylon for seventy years, now gathered together 
with one accord and one mind, to hear that Word anew. 
As God's servants expounded it to them, joy filled their 
hearts, and we read that “there was very great gladness” 
(8.17). 


Our past wo may have been barren and full of 
failure due to our stubbornness and foolishness. But 
the Lord is willing to forgive all our past, and to 
restore us to Himself, giving ux 2 new joy—“the joy of 
the Lord”, That joy is to be our strength—a joy 
which begins the moment we turn to Him and then 
multiplies step by step as we go on with Him. 

We shall study first from God’s Word seven reasons 
for this joy. ‘Then we shall sec how it can be experienced, 
and how it can multiply, end become purer and richer 
and deeper in us. 


2 THE JOY OF THE LORD 


“The sevemy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, 
sven the devils are subject wnt us through thy name... 
And he said unto them... In this rejoice sot, that the 
spirits are subject wnto yous but rather rejoice, because 
‘your names are aritcen in heaven” (Luke 10.17, 20). 


‘Man's interest is always aroused by miracles. Who 
of us would not like two see one performed —or to per- 
form one? Yet the Lord Jesus says here that the real 
ground of joy is not this but the fact thet our names 
are written by Him in Heaven. This is the ground of 
true heavenly joy. This gives joy unspeakable and full 
of glory —a joy thet no men can take from us. For 
this is the begiening of joy, end poverty, sickness and 
tribulation cannot rob us of it. 


Is your name written in the Rook of Life by the 
Lord Jesus—written with His nsil-pierced Hand? 
Repent of your sins, Be washed in His Blood. Be 
clothed in the garment of His righteousness, Then and 
only then is your name written there. 


“Fle hath clothed me with the garments of salvation” 
(isa, 61. 10). There is fulness of joy when we have 
those garments. They cover our spiritual nekedness and 
give us heavenly beauty in which to stand boldly before 
a holy God. They give us boldness and liberty to call 
upon the living God anywhere. They are the right- 
eousness and life of our very Lord Himself The life 
of the Lord Jesus Christ clothes our spirits when we 
receive Him as Saviour. Tt is in this that we “greatly 
rejoice”; not in earthly glories or prosperity, but in the 
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assurance of being clad and covered by the Lord Him- 
self, “Ye have put on Christ” (Gal. 3.27). 


Does this joy live in your hearts and work in you 
day by day? Can your neighbours see such a joy on 
your face? Please make sure without delay that your 
names ate found in the Lamb's Book of Life. 


“In thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand 
there are pleasures for evermore’ (Psa. 16.11). 


Joy multiplics as we live in the presence of God, and 
it is only there that full joy is found. Many can testify 
that their names are written in the Bock of Life, but 
they cannot say that they are living constantly in the 
presence of the Lord, It is possible to live -with the 
Lord’s children, and to worship end work with chem, 
and yet to be out of touch with the Lord. We can 
even be in a prayer mecting and not feel the Lord’s 
ptesence—not be in conscious touch with Him. 


But if you do not feel His presence, then you do not 
have full joy. ‘This may be due to various things, but 
it may be your own fault. As # child of God, provid- 
ed your heart is pure and your conscience right before 
Him, you can and should feet and know His presence. 
Our prayer is that you may learn this secret of dwell- 
ing in the presence of the living and loving God, for 
this is His intention and puspose for His people. 


“Delight thyself also in the Lord; and he shall give 
thes the desires of thine heart” (Ps2.37). 


4 THE JOY OF THE LORD 


The joy which we receive at new birth, and which 
muitipties ss we live in the Lord’s presence, becomes 
stronger when we find our delight in the Lord and 
entirely forget our other desires, whether for eating or 
drinking, for friends or promotion or name, or even for 
expert Bible-knowiedge. If we delight ourselves in the 
Lord, how much more will be giveu us in the joy of 
the Lord than these things can ever bring! 


‘Those who know the beauty of the mountains: wilt 
spend much time and money to get a view of, say, 
Everest. They will travel from Africa or China just to 
get a glimpse of it, journeying and climbing with much 
hardship to gain a spot whence they can see the summit. 
But most of the time the mountain peak is hidden be 
hind mist and cloud, so they may be compelled to 
remain in discomfort at their view point for many hours 
waiting for the wind to blow away the mist — all in 
order that they may sec just for a few minutes the 
beautiful snow-clad peak lit by the sunlight. Then the 
mist returns and covers it again, But they go back.to 
Africa or China or Japan or Americe, and gather their 
friends and tell them what they saw of thote wonderful 


mountains. 


‘A few minutes’ glimpse can give them euch pleasure. 
But is not our Lord the chiefest, the fairest among all 
people? And His glory does not fade. Let us then 
desire to see His glory more and more. 


In Matthew 17 John saw the Lord Jesus transfigured 
on the mtountain. That was a wonderful experience. 
But in Revelation 1 the same John in his old age, sees 
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the same Lord in His resurrection glory, and finds Him 
stil more glorious, That should be our delight also. 
Not what He gives us but what He Himecif is; not 
because He beale our bodies or answers our prayers, but 
because we have glimpsed the glory of His lovely face: 
that ia what fills our hearts with joy. 

“7 delight to do thy will, O my God" (Pee. 40. 8). 
This is how our joy is purified. When first we came 
to know the Lord, we did not know bow to find the 
will of God, how to hear His voice, how to recognive 
where and how He was working. But, as we begin to 
walk with Him, and to live with Him more and more 
closely, we discover that we are ‘workers together with 
God? (2 Cor. 6.1.), When we hear the Word of God 
preached and see the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
‘being uplifted and received, and His work being doce, 
then our hearta lesp with joy. We get more delight in 
this than in all the grand clothing, or houses, or friends, 
or other good things in this life, 


‘When the Lord is our delight, His Name, His good- 


Before we knew the Lord, we would lightly pray 
such prayers as this: ‘Lord, keep me in Madras, and 

I will give Thee Re. r0/- each Sunday’; of, “Give 
Use cog as our firstborn, and I will give Thee 
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Rs, 12/-’, planning meanwhile to give only Re. 1/- if 
it ina girl! If the Lord granted our request, we gave 
Him more, but if He did not, we gave Him less, Or we 
might say: ‘Lord, I shall serve Thee gladly after retire- 
meat, but certainly not before. Let me get my children 
married frst? 


‘Yes, when our teeth fail out and our hair becomes 
grey, we shall be willing to serve God. We talk about 
doing the will of God, but when it is costly to obey 
His will, then we try to find a way out. This is not 
delighting to do His will, When we can say with joy: 
‘Lord, keep me here, or send me snywhere else’; when 
we can truly say with all our heart: ‘Thy will be done’, 
then that joy will be our strength to do His will, Out- 
wardly we may have to endure something of the pain, 
the sorrow, the burden of Gethsemane, but our hearty 
will be strong in the strength that comes with doing 
the will af: God. 


Do you want the joy of the Lord to be your strength? 
Then learn to' take delight in doing God’s will Find 
time, make time, give time to discover His will, and 
then make it your delight to do it. To do this, you 
may have to suffer hardships and travel a long road, 
but the fact remains that you will be doing His will, 
and it will bring you fullest joy snd pleasure. 

“Ask and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full” 
(John 16.24). 


Leam whet it means to pray in the Name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ The disciples had been stking 
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many things before this, but they had not understood 
the authority of the Name of the Lord Jesus, But after 
He had been highly exalted, and His Holy Spirit hed 
fallen upoo them, then they knew what euthority He 
ad. “All power ..., in heaven and in earth” (Matt, 
28. 18) was His. There lies the divine secret. And 
that power, that authority ix to be exercised now on this 
earth through us. Our strength is in the Name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


Our strength docs not lie in buildings, or property, 
or degrees, or wealth, or numbers. It does not matter 
whether we are worth Rs. 2/-, or Re. 10/-, or Rs. 10 
lakhs; it docs not matter whether we are illiterate or 
highly educated; whether we sre living in a but, a tree, 
a cave, of a brick, stone, or mud house; our strength 
ja not there. Our strength is in the Name alone, 


Many of us pray, but our prayers only amount to 
vain words. We prey long prayers in nice flowery 
fenguage. But when trouble comes, or the Enemy, we 
hide somewhere and shed tears. What ought we rather 
to do? Where lies our strength at auch a time? It is 
certainly not in our words, but in the exercise of the 
suthority of the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Let 
the enemy come in like » flood (Isa. $9.19); let bim 
ome like a roaring lion (x Pet. 5.8) we shell bind him 
in'the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, That is our 
joy and strength. In earthly ways we may be poor, 
literate and weak, but in Christ we ate more than 
conquerors, 
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Can you say very truthfully that you have that 
authority in prayer? The way you pray may not drive 
away a sparrow! Then how do you expect to drive 
away a lion? According to the Word of God, the devil 
will tremble at our prayers if we pray in the Name. 
May we learn to exercise the authority of the Name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Then shall our lives be strong 
in the joy of His victory. 


“These things sorite we unto you, that your jay may 
be full” (1 John 1.4). 


When the hidden mysteries of the Word of God are 
revealed to us, our hearts are filled with a joy thet 
makes us strong. Our strength docs not lie in mere 
Bible knowledge as such, nor in listening to good ser- 
mons; but when the Lord Jesus Himeclf, by His Spicit, 
reveals to us the mysteries of His Word, then we ate 
strong. 


“Thou ... hast revealed them unto babes” (Matt. 11. 
25). “I will ... shew thee great ... things” (Jer. 33.3). 
When our loving Saviour opens up to us His living 
Word, that is strength. As God reveals Himself to us 
in a greater measure day by day while we smeditete 
upon His Word, so do we find our joy increasing more 
and more. Day by day He will give us something 
fresh as we wait upon Him, and ss God's Word becomes 
teal to us, it becomes our joy add strength. 


“They departed ... rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer shame for his name” (Acts 5.41). 
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‘When we are counted worthy 10 suffer shame for the 


Christ, happy are ye” (1 Pet. 4.14). 


Suppose that you were working ax an ordinary cletk 
in am office, and that one day you were suddenly pro- 
moted to be the head of the department, would you go 


that you are counted fit to be given the divine respon- 
sibility of suffering reproach for His Name, Thit is 
ime promotion. As you realise your privilege you will 
become strong. 


‘May we cvery one of us learn how to enter into the 
joy of the Lord, which is our strength. 


2 
JOY THAT IS FREE 


“The kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteous 
ness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost” 
(Rom. 14.17). 


EARTHLY JOY arises from possession. Men think 
that if they get all they want to have they will be 
happy. So they set out to obtain it and spend their 
whole lives doing #0, only 00 be disappointed in the end, 
For you may have in your grasp all the treasure of 
this world, and still remain miserable and unbsppy, 
Moreover, even if you seem for a time to be happy, it 
cannot Inst. Your possessions slip from your grasp in 
little while. Sooner or later life brings disappointment 
and hopes are shattered. Your health fails, Everything 
in the whole world around you in which you sought 
for joy, divappoints you im the end, 

‘The sweet of today will become bitter tomorrow; 
the friend of today will become the enemy of tomorrow; 
the wisdom of today will become foolishness tomorrow. 
All that you think will give you joy will prove empty 
at the last. The Lord Jesus Christ, the living, toving 
Saviour, who died for sinners, is the only One who can 
give you joy. But the joy He offers you is not earthly 
joy. It is His own heavenly Joy. 
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“The kingdom of God is .... righteousness, and 
peace, and joy in the Holy: Ghost.” The Holy Ghost, 
who comes to dwell within us, works in us abundance 
of righteousness as God's gift, and that righteousness 
is the source of our pesce and joy. Human righteous- 
ness does not bring with it peace or joy because it is 
based on effort. Men struggle hard to become right- 
cous before God and men, but for all their struggting 
they become in God’s sight filthier every day. What 
‘men call righteousness God calls filthy rags (Isa. 64.6). 
“They being ignorant of God’s righteousness, snd going 
about to catablish their own righteousness, have not 
submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God” 
(Rom. 10.3). That is the reason. Whether it be Jewish 
righteousness, or Hindu righteousness, or Buddhist 
righteoumess, or ‘nominal Christian’ rightcousness, Ged 
calls it filthy rags. 


And whet about the deceptions you practise? You 
may possess many excellent testimonials. Your head- 
master or principal may have written: ‘So and so is 
of a very high morat charactor’, But you know how 
often this is only a lic. Teachers and pupils’sll know 
it, Your Committee members, your neighbours, 
friends, and relations may ail say whet a fine men 
you are, and you may know how to acquire’ fine 
testimonials from iny employer‘ or any pastor or 
prescher of any nationality, But what docs God 
think of you?—the Holy God, who is consuming fire 
How will your certificates appear before Him? Does 
not your own conscience tell you every day that you 
are guilty, guitty, guilty? Do mot listen to the good 
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reports of others, Listen to your awn conscience, and 
you will be made to’ see the things which you have 
done in secret, years ago maybe, in some corner of room, 
or under some tree. What kind of thoughts come into 
your mind when you go to bed, or while walking here 
and there? You do not need others to tell you what 
you are, Learn to listen to your own conscience and 
believe what it tells you, and do not waste any more 
time in trying to establish your own righteousness. 


God is ready to give you His righteousness a3 the 
free gift of His love. Can your father or mother, bro- 
ther or sister, husband or wife give you such a love? 
Even though they were to try, they could not do it, for 
they have not the capacity to give such a love. Yet 
the God of eternity offers you such a love. He adds 
peace to love and multiplies it by cternity. That is 
His grace! 

And to thar love and peace He adds joy by the Holy 
Spirit. Man cannot give to you that joy either, nor 
can you receive it by bomen effort. But if you let the 
Holy Spirit of God enter and work in you, you will 
become righteous with God’s own righteousness, and as 
a result you will begin to rejoice in the Lord. You 
will leap with the joy of God, because of the ssrurance 
of the Spirit in your heart thir you are righteous in 
God's sight, and becuse day by day you will find 
yourself becoming richer and purer and stronger in Him. 


T am going to stay a little longer on this matter. I 
want us to sce from God's Word how He has made it 
possible for everyone to experience this joy. 
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“<The wilderness cosd the solitary place shall be glad for 
them aud the désert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose. 
It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and 
singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto .it, the 
exeellancy of Carmel and Sharon, they shall sas the glory 
of the Lord, the excéllency of our God” (Isa, 35.1, 2) 


How simply sud beantifully the Lord sums up His 
joy. When sim came into the world through one man’s 
disobedience, it brought with it « curse, and because of 
that curse thorns end thistles, berrenness and disappoint- 
ment are everywhere. They are a picture of the heart 
tnd life of man in sin. Whatever a man may seck to 
do through his own advancement and culture, it only 
ends in thorns and thistles and desert sand. 


There have been many earthly kingdoms and empires, 
and all have ended in failure, defeat and shame. Where 
are now all those famous kings and philosophers who 
once boasted in their wealth and wisdom? Every work 
of man must be brought to naught. Beautiful buildings, 
even though builded of stone, end in heaps of ruins. 
Cleverly designed engines and machines all break down 
one day. ‘Human relationships end in strife, bittemess 
and hatred, Children rebel against parents. Relations 
become ungrateful for kindnesses shew, In every home 
there are thorns snd thistles. Can you tell me of any 
home where there is no strife, or quarrel, of hatred, or 
jealousy between brother and sister, and mother-in-law 
and daoghter-in-taw? Can you tell me of any country 
where there ix no corruption, or immorality? Even 
men of high position give and take bribes. The marks 
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of the curse of sin are seen in every nation and every 
country. 

God made man in His own image. He gave the first 
man @ wonderful body, perfect in every detail. Then 
sin came, and now you can see the marks of sin on 
every face. Some faces may look very beautiful and 
sweet for a time, but watch the secret life, and you 
will see the merks of sin in pride, greed, vanity and 
Just, , Thus in the eyes of God the life of man is no- 
thing but a desert, full of sand, thorns, thistles and 
barrenness. 

© man! before you take pride in yourself and your 
doings, learn to sce yourself as God secs you—that your 
lifé fp nothing, but = desert waste which ceanot be chang~ 
ed ar improved by any man. Then sce what God's 
Word says: “The desert shell blossom as the case ... 
Wt stall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy sn 
singing.” ‘Tis is the nairacle ef the grate of God, He 
ig wilting not only 00 forgive the dia which cpnses all 
thre Rutrenness axat feititlemmos io out Tip, tir'alls, 
ib liye, to: trwpsform tht tuaxrem, Sritsleas tify inte = 
seiten. of ners, . 

“Aisd the veqsomed of che Lird shall: recarn, and core 
to Zit with sings and everlasting joy upon shee Revie: 
the) shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow anit sighing 
shall flze apsay” (Ise. 3§ 70) 


‘When you first come into this experience of the new 
birth, you will surcly say: ‘1 wish { had been bom 
again 5, 10, 20 years ago.’ I said the same thing at 
the beginning of my now life es a Christian, I said: 
If only I had been bom again ro years before, I 
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would not have spoiled my lift, and wasted so many 
precious years.” How often I have sighed for the years 
that I spent in shame and darkness. Have you ever 
thought that way? However old or young you may be, 
doubtless thet thought has somctimes come to you. If 
s0, we can give you good news. Every past lots can 
be doubly compensated when we receive God’s grace in 
its fulness, “I will restore to you the years that the 
locust hath eaten” (Joel 2.25). If you are a farmer you 
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will realise yeor folly, in which you now take ptide. 
‘Thea you will know your blindness, in which you now 
boast, Then you will admit your seubbornnes, by 
which you now reject the truth, Bur shen it will be 
too late. . 


Now see the miracle of God's grace. Even though 


Promised 10 bring them back, and restore to them the 
earthly kingdom. How much more He gives vo us in 
the Lord Jesus Christ! That is our joy. That is why 
we rejoice more and more, because whatever we have 
fost can be recovered by God’s grace. When even & 
small thing ia lost and found again, how great is our 
joy; then how much greater will be our joy when God 
restores to us all the loss of the wasted years! 


Let us try to cstimate how many years we have all 
wanted. As on iflusteation, let us take @ Convocation 

ing. On an average there will be 2,000 people 
present in. the meeting’. Hf each lost 25 years, the voral 
loss will be 50,000 yeti of precious life lost and 
wasted in darksites. 


‘Take another simple illustration. ‘Try to remember 
ail the things you have lost during your life-time, 
whether in scheol or tram or bus, or in some other 
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piace. How many pens, pencils, note-books, chappals; 
how many keys, mirrors, false teeth; how many clothes 
lost or torn by the dhobi; how much money fost because 
of cunning beayes and chettis; and many other things, 
Suppose, when you go bome this evening, you find all, 
these things returned in your home. Would it not give 
you joy? Think also of what you have wested by fail- 
ing at school, in matriculation, aod Inter. and BA. Now 
muppose that you were told that you wea’ being given 
fall degrees for all past failures. Wouli it not bring 
You great joy? 


‘Yet here we have something far moce wenderful and 
glorious. By the miracie of God's graae all sie geass 
of tin and defeat can be restored to you. Met only 20, 
but you are given buck much more tham jew hive lost. 
Then do not sigh any more over past faibames and works 
of shame. “Al! have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God.” All of us have become ike deserts of 
thors, thistles, and eand. But what we have lost by 
our blindness, weakness, folly, sod ignoreace will all be 
restored to us by our Lord an whom we have believed. 
Receive Him then fully. Receive thet joy which He 
‘offers to you in fulness, so tovingly and freely. Do not 
receive in part. He gives us ail, and He demands all 
in return, Let your Lord take all your love completely 
and absolutely. Then there will be joy, and gladness, 
and singing in your heart, and the joy of the Lord will 
‘be your strength. May the Lord help you to receive it. 


3 
JOY THAT ABOUNDS 


“In thy presence is fulness of joy” 
(Psa. 16.11). 


BECAUSE THE joy that we receive at New Birth is 
not an earthly joy, but, the joy of the Lord Himself, it 
must multiply and become stronger, richer and fuller 
throughout eternity. Moreover it is not a selfish joy. 
It is a joy that is shared by many people upon this 
earth and in heavenly places—by all chose in fact that 
have come or are now coming into the same experience 
of New Birth. Earthly joys cannot be shared like this. 
Bur this joy is a heavenly joy which it is our privilege 
to seek to introduce to, and share with, many others 
on farth. 


Now we art going to take en Old Testament illus 
tation. We are going to see six very simple steps in 
the life of David. What was it that enabled David to 
rejoice with great joy, and how was he also able to 
make others rejoice with him? As we go through his 
history we see that there were these several occasions 
in his tife, cach one of which makes @ point of progress 
in his own knowledge of the joy of the Lord which was 
his strength, We shall try to show you how you also 
can have such experiences in your own life. 


“Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed 
tim in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the 
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Lord came upon David from thot day forward” (x Sam. 
16.13). 


In this chapter we read how David was chosen to be 
king. At that time he had no thought of ever becom- 
ing a King, He was just a shepherd boy looking after 
his father’s flock, I do not believe that the thought 
had ever occurred to him that he might one day be king 
over Israel, nor had the thought ever entered the mind 
of bis father and mother, nor yet even of Samuel the 
prophet. Samuel hed indeed thought that Eliab, the 
firstborn, was surely God's anointed. Yet, in accordance 
with God’s word to him, he anointed David before the 
whole family. 


Like David each of us has been born into an earthly 
family; but have you ever realised that God wants you 
to be « heavenly king? No doubt you believe in God's 
mercy because He hes forgiven your sins, but did you 
ever dream that your God and Creator had such a lofey 
Purpose for you? We read in 1 Peter 2.9 and in Rev. 
1.6 and 5.10 that such is indeed God’s thought. Just 
read the Word of God, and sce how much God loves 
and has planned for you. Thea you will surely have a 
‘happy day. Become conscious of Gad’s hand upon you, 
and know that, in spite of your past sinful life, God 
wants you to be a king! 


Yet when you become conscious of the Spitit of 
God being poured upon you ss a sign that you are 
His for ever, it is only 2 beginniog. Even though the 
iey of new birth is s0 wonderful, it is only a beginning. 
‘When you receive the gift of salvation, and the seal 
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of the Holy Spirit, you will begin to know the real pur- 
pose of God in calling you and loving you and saving 
you. This is the beginning of joy--to know that God 
hhas called and chosen you. 


“And it came t0 pass as they came, "when Dawid was 

‘files the slaughter of the Philisine, that the 
women Same out of all cities of Israel, singing and dancing, 
to meet hing Saul, mith tabrets, with joy, and with iastre- 
ments of musick. And the women ansered one anather 
1s they played, and said, Soul hash slain his thousands, 
and David his ten thousands’ (1 Sam. 38.6, 7). 


David had met and overcome Goligth. That day was 
another heppy dey. That great giant who had caused 
all Israel to tremble had been Killed by the lad called 
David. How proud and heppy he must have been that 
day! 


Most of us have to face meny Goliaths in our lives. 
Satan comes in many forms. Do you not remember 
many times when the devil came like dygpiant'tfito 
your life? Do you not remember the bours 
hen you were almost defeated by his devices? If 
Re devil came to our Lord to tempt Him (Mat. 
4), then he is not going to spare any believer. But 
we can also remember how, by calling to mind one 
verse from the Bible, we have seen the same Goliath 
defeated and put to shame. I am sure that many 
of us cen remember such times, and how the mighty 
Lord Jesus, dwelling in us, has conquered, not one, 
but muny Goliaths, No doubt we had cause to be 
joyful. whed we came out triumphant in such times 
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as that, bur even such a joy cannot be compared with 
what is ahead. The joy of victory over evil is a great 
joy, but your God has a much greater joy yet for you, 

“And David recowered all that the Amalekites had 
carried away: and David rescued his two wives. And there 
was nothing lacking to them, neither small nor great, 
neither sons nor daughtert, neither spoil, nor any thing that 
they had taken to them: David recovered aif” (1 Sam. 
30.18, 19). 

David had been weeping and crying because the 
‘Amalekites had come and taken sway the women end 
children, and had burnt Ziklag, His friends and soldiers 
and companions even thought of stoning him, because 
they saw their wives and children carried away as cap- 
tives, and their homes burnt. This had all happened 
because of a mistake made by David, when, as we read 
in chapter 29, he hed joined with the Philistines to fight 
against Saul, his old enemy, When he came back, he 
found the town burned down. 


When we fail God, and do things against His will, we 
ate bound to suffer, But in chapter 30 David came 
back to his senses, and repented and consulted God. 
‘As 0 result, we read in verse 19 thet “David recovered 
all, Even though there hed seemed no hope, they were 
enabled to get back afl their women and children and 
possessions, and there wes enougti over to give presents 
wo their friends. That was also a very happy day in 
David's life when he was forgiven by his loving God, 
and when he recovered from the enemy much more 
than had been taken from him. 
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Like David we also make many mistakes, Even though 
we are born again, and have been tasting His love, and 
have learned how to find His will, yet sometimes we 
also fail to seek the will of God, and do things instead 
in our own wisdom. Are you now, like David, shedding 
tears over some such folly? You know that you went 
sarray in not secking His will, and that is why even 
your friends have turned against you. 


“And David was grestly distressed; for the pecple 
spake of stoning bim, because: the soul of all the people 
was grieved, every man for his-gons and for his daught- 
ere: but David encouraged himelf in the Loed his God" 
(Verse 6), The friends of David spoke of stoning him. 
So even in the same way, even those who should be 
your friends may turn against you when you go wrong. 
But by coming back to your Lord, and doing His will, 
you are washed and forgiven and covered. Thus you 
can rejoice that God has. forgiven your folly end thet 
you can again be used by Him; and your heart will be 
filied with the great joy of restored commmnion and 
answered prayer. 


“Nevertheless David took the stronghold of Ziow: 
same is the city of David. ... So David i 
fort, and called it the city of 
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for him, because then he began w see something more 
of the purpose of God in choosing him. He began to 
see something of God’s heavenly plan for his people, 
and how it could not be accomplished while the Jebu- 
tites remained in Jerusalem. 


God, who had sent the ten plagues on Egypt, and 
had made the walls of Jericho fall, had depended upon 
the people to drive out the seven nations from the land 
of Canaan. It was part of the heavenly plan that they 
should be driven ont only by God’s people who had 
come out of Egypt. God bad power to send fire from 
heaven to consume and judge these people if He wished 
to do to, What He did st Jericho, could He not re- 
peat at the Jebusite stronghold? But God did not intend 
to use such means. He hed chosen His people to be 
His co-workers and parmers in judgment. 


Have you fully realised that God relies upon you, 
His people, to full His heavenly plan? But we fxil 
God all along! Rather than obey God, and cut off 


“.. the “Jebusites”, we make marriages with them and 


allow them co remain in our midst. That is bow 20 
many unconverted men have become pastors, elders, 
committee members, even bishops. How many born 
again women there are who have married “Jebusites” 
for the sake of money, or education, -or colour, or 
height! Or how many born-again men, who for the 
take of a few thousand rupees dowry, will marry # 
“Jebusite” woman! That is why you find barrenness 
and a curse amongst the people of God. For about 
four hundred years, God’s purpose was hindered be- 
cause of such Jebusites. They had two be driven out 
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completely. Thank God for the wisdom He gave to 
David at this time. 

‘We are told that be conquered Zion and that from 
that day he called it the city of David. “And Devid 
went on, and grew great, and the Lord God of hosts 
was with hin’ (verse 10). Bven so, his joy wes not 
yet full. 


When believers refime to compromise with unspiritual 

men of be united with thote who are not born again, it 
_ means that they have begun to sce what such as the 
Jebusites have done to hinder the purpose of God. It 
is happy day for all believers when they see that they 
must be separated from all that is of the world and of 
the old life, and realise that God is relying upan them to 
folfit His heavenly pian. Yet even thet discovery is, as | 
we shall nee, but a beginning. 


“So David bought its threshingfloor and the oxen for 
Jifty shekels of silver. And David built there an altar 
‘unto the Lord, and offered burnt offerings and peace offer 
ings, So the Lord was intreated for the land, and the 
Plague was stayed from Israel” (2 Sam. 24.246, 25). 


There was still another happy day in David's 
history, when God brought him tw the threshing-Goor 
of Araunah the Jebusite. He hed been cempted to 


on them. and on the size of his army. So God had 
to punish him, and be repented at the threshing-foor 
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of Araunsh che Jebusite. 


It had been a very grievous sin, but God bad forgiven 
him, and thet is why it was such a happy day in David's 
life. Is it not s very happy day in your life, when 
God forgives you some grievous sin done in blind dis- 
obedience to His will? Oh how gracious and merciful 
our Ged is! How great are His tender mercies; for 
even though we fail Him to grievously, yet he ix will- 
ing to forgive us. 

‘That was a happy day for David, and the same God 
gives us all similar happy days. The very spot where 
David was punished became the site of God's. House. 
“Then Solomon began to build the house of the Lord. . 
wwhere the Lord appeared unto David bis father. 
in the threshing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite” (2 Chron. 
3.1). From that day David’s true joy began. He had 
had happy days, wonderful days, but nothing compared 
to the joy be found there at the altar, on the site for 
the temple of God. 


Take heed now; for the Lord hath choten thee to build 
an house for the sanctuary: be strong, and do it. Then 
David gave 10 Solomon his son the pattern of the porch, 
and of the houses thereof ... AH this, said David, the 
Lord made me understand in writing by his hand upon me, 
soem all the works of this pattern” (1 Chron. 28.10, 11, 
19). 


God was now able to give to Devid the pattern for 
His temple, and the sssurance that his son had beca 
choten of God to build it. The joy that David now 
experienced was an entirely different kind of joy. It 


ee 
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was the joy that comes with the revelation of the hea- 
venly plan for the house of God. The king’ rejoiced 
and the people rejoiced also. Yet David could not have 
rejoiced as he did now without going through all those 
other experiences. Every stage was necessary. We want 
you also to come right through into this final experience 
of joy. 


The joy of the Lord is your strength, but the joy of 
the revelation of the heavenly pattern, and of knowing 
that God has called us to share in it, supersedes all 
other joys that you may have experienced on other 
occasions. In this joy you enter into the plan and 
purposes of God regarding His people, both now and 
in the ages to come. Pray then that the Lord will 
lead you on from joy 10 joy, till you come to the ful- 
ness of the joy of the Lord which is your strength. 
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“As for God, his way is perfect” 
(Psalm 18.30). 


FOR EARTHLY things we require earthly wisdom but 
for spiritual things we require spiritual wisdom. We 
see that everything that is of God is perfect and orderly. 
_ “iis way is perfect.” Whatever God does is perfect, 
entire, complete ond holy, and He wants to bring you 
and me also into a perfect way, as He hes promised in 


verse 32 of the same Psslm: He “maketh my may per- © 


fect.” We shall see how His divine laws will make our 
joy fult and complete: 

God always looks at the end from the beginning. 
Whatever He may be doing in the present, He ix also 
Keeping His eyes on the end——“declaring the end from 
the beginning” (Isu.46.10), This is something that we 
fhuman beings cannot easily understand, but if we wait 
patiently, God Himself will teach us, Our need w be 
thus taught of God is very great. In this chapter we 


From thé time God called David He had for him a 
very high and heavenly purpose, though David did not 
realise this for many years. We ao, when we ft 
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washed, cleansed, and made righteous before God, and 
when He docs begin to teach us His own way we begin 
to question’ Him or even resist Him. But we see from 
the Word of God that, through difficulties of different 
kinds, God, seeks to reveal His mind clearly and pro- 
gressively to us. After the experience of New Birth, 
everything experienced in life begins to ‘have a deeper 
anda more heavenly snd eternal meaning. We find 
that God is leading us. i His own way, according to His 
own mind, thought and plan. Even though naturally 
we may be extremely clever, we shall find thet we have 
to wait very patiently to leam the mind of God. 


From the very beginning David was full of wisdom. 
He was ‘prudent in matters, and a comely person’. That 
was said of him in his youth. Por God bad begun t0 
train David in secret places as he followed and cared 
for the sheep. Yet he had to wait many years to know 
God’s mind Even though he was very wise when com- 
pared with other young men in his town or in his 
country, and even though he had every enviable quali- 
fication and was a man of war, and was endowed with 
wisdom and strength and beauty, yet it took God many 
years to show him why He had loved him and chosen 


boundless love. Whoever you may be, though you 
may bave lived in sin, and way 
may bave been shameful, God loves you and 
to’ cleanse and renew you. Maybe we ‘as 
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_ toll save, he will rejoice over thea exith 
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beings have failed to show love to you by emiling and 
shaking hands and so on, but our failures will not change 
God's love for you, We tell you, from God’s Word 
and with God’s authority, thet He loves you, O sinner! 
He loves you with an everlasting love! Even though 
you may have been rejecting Him and grieving Him alt 
these years, He loves you enough to give you His own 
“The Lord thy God in the wadss of thee is mighty; he 
jay: he eill vest 
iin his love, he will joy over shee with singing” (Zeph. 3.17). 


‘You have seen human beings looking bsppy and joyful, 
and perhaps have envied them, but have you ever seca 
Ged looking happy? You have some experieace of human 
jogs of different kinds; but nove of us can dream how 
our Creator looks. when He is joyful. Yet it is true 
that God rejoices. ‘The Lord thy God... will rejoice 
over thee, He will joy over thes with singing.’ 


‘You have scen men singing. Let us suppose tbat you 
could have the privilege of hearing the angels sing. ‘That 
heavenly song would be for more sweet sod joyful than 
any song here. But suppose you could hear the Lord 
Himself singing! You bave heard yourself singing, you 
have beard others singing, you have beard in imagin- 
‘ton the angels singing. How then would you feel if you 
eoald hear your living and loving Lord ‘singing aver 
you? 


‘Yer this is God’s ward to us. After He has loved 
you, saved you, and poured His love’ into your beart, 
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He will begin to sing for joy over you. Watch a mother 
with a new-born babe, She is so full of love for the 
litele one, hugging and kissing it all over, and even 
putting its feet into her mouth! Atk her what she is 
doing? She.,ill tell you that she is pouring out her 
love on her baby. Her face lights up with joy, and her 
song is sweet as she pours her love into her baby's 
heart. God 106 will sing over us like this, when we 
are newly born agsin and ready to receive His love, 
"Then you will hear Him singing a song far eweeter than. 
any angel's song. Such is the joy of the Lord~the joy 
which He experiences by pouring His love into us more 
‘amd more. Such is the joy that fills us with divine 
strength, 


‘We see from the Word of God that we have to be 
given a capacity and ability to receive such boundless 
Jove, The love of God has four mighty dimensions: 
height, depth, length, and bresdth. That is divine love. 
‘Human love has only one dimension and lest for only 
19 of 30 or perhaps 50 years. It begins to-day and is 
gone to-morrow. But-the love af God has no limits. 
Tt extends from eternity to eternity; from heaven it 
reaches to the deepest depths to which man can go. 
Your sins may drag you to the very depths of hell, your 
sinful deeds may take you to the pit of corruption, your 
juste may take you to places of darkness or filth, where, 
like the prodigal, your food is swine’s food. Yet the 
Jove of God ix able to pull you out of that mire, and 
lift you up on high. 


Your father may say: ‘No hope for you, my son’. 
Your mother may say in despair: ‘All my hopes for 
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you ate shattered’, Your brothers and sisters may be 
ashamed and refuse to own you because of your sinful 
life, Even preachers may say: ‘That man has absolutely 
no hope of being saved’. Yet our Lord will never give 
you up. These is still hope for you. 


However deep you have gone into sin, however low 
you may bave fallen morally, however stubborn you 
may have been in past years, the love of God is able to 
save you. “He is able also to save them to the utter- 
most that come unto God by him. (Heb. 7.25). 


‘This is the mystery — that you with all your shame- 
fal past can become God’s co-worker. This is the 
miracle of His love, and it is because that love is so 
great thet you need so jong a time to discover its full 
meaning. He knows your timitations, but He loves you, 
and His intention is to lead you to that state in which 
‘He wants you to be, But you must silow God to 
prepare you, to train you for that service, that ministry 
for which He hes called you. 


“At that time when David sam that the Lord had 
answered him in the threshing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite, 
then he sacrificed there ... Then David said, This is the 
house of the Lord God, and chis is the altar of the burnt 
offering for Israel” (1 Chron. 21.28; 22.1). 


‘When God first chose David, there was no doubt 
much joy in the whole family. ‘Ihe father, mother, 
brothers, were all overjoyed because of Samuel's 
announcement. Yet as a family they could think of 


thet they would gain advantage and privilege by reason 
of David's position. But it was not for a mere earthly 


We have seen the growth of joy in David's life, stage 
by stage, and we have ccen what it was that gave both 


Before God could reveal His plan to him, He had, 
ts we have seen, to bring David by « path of sorrow 
to the threshingfloor of Armunab, the Jebusite. Then 
David realised that that same plot of ground upon which 
he built his altar and burnt peace offerings wes wanted 
by the Lord to build His temple. God couki have told 
David from the very beginning w build His house in 
that place, but David was not ready then to receive 

~ such a command or instruction. It is only when we 
are truly ready and prepared that God can give t us 
the instructions of His heart. 


When David realised that God veeded that piece 
of land for His temple, he went and offered a price 
to the owner, and Araunah, the Jebusite, answered: 
“You are my king. You can teke it without money’. 
But David answered, ‘ will take nothing for the 
Lord that has cost me nothing.’ If David had been 
a modero Christian he might have said: ‘Free land 

) 
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I will take it; sure!-T'l be very happy to do sol” But 
God wil! not accept anything which has cost you nothing. 


Remember the price that David hed already paid at 
that very same threshing-floor, A threshing-Hoot ia the 
Place where you separate the wheat from the chaff, At 
the beginning of his life afl were saying what a wise 
man David was, but throughout his history, there often 
appeared little else but chaff in his brain, He thaught 
he was full of wisdom, but through his failures God 
said to him: ‘Look at the chaff’ Only after being 
brought to many ‘threshing-floors,’ was David's brain 
delivered from the chaff. Though he war a king, he 
had to be rebuked by God many times, and bad to pay 
a great price for deliverance. 


‘We have all of us to pay a heavy price to be God's 
servants. We have to be prepared to be delivered 
from our chaff, and first of all from the chaff in our 
brain! What is that chaff? In God’s sight it is all 
that we have secured through our own intellectual 
ability. In Isaiah 40.6 we read: “All flesh is grass.” 
And in Romans 7.18 Paul says: “In my flesh, dwel- 
Jeth no good thing”. Note that Paul ssid these words 
Gfter bis conversion. Yet so often we are oot pre- 
pared to be delivered from our chaff. In John 12. 24 


ground 
if ic die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” He is the 
grain of wheat—He is our truc wisdom, All our 
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experiences are designed to teach us to depend on that 
wisdom alone. 


“Thus all Isrand browght wp the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord swith shouting, and with sound of the cornet, and 
exith trumpets, and with cymbals, making a noiu with 
poalteries and harps...So they brought the ark of God and 
set it in the midst of the tent that David had pitched for 
its and they offered burnt sacrifices and peace offerings 
before God” (1 Chron. 15.28; 16.1). 


When the land had been purchased by David, he 
Jonged to bring the ark of God there, but once again 
he failed the Lord. In 1 Chronicles 13.1 we read that 
Devid consulted with the captains of thousands and 
hundreds, amd with every leader. He wanted to bring 
the atk of God into its place but he wanted to do so 
by « worldly plan, with worldly means, and in « workdly 


way. 


In the book of Numbers, the Lord had given His 
~ heavenly pattern for the transport of the ark. Yet here 
ia ouch « wise, and shighty king ignorant of divine laws 
and using his own wisdom to sccomplish the result. 
So once again his plans are frustrated. No man has 
any power or authority to change the divine order, 
whether he be preacher or pastor, Indian or European 
poor or wealthy. Thank God for that! 


God brought David to his senses and in | Chro- 
nicles 15 be gathered the Levites to carry up the 
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ark of God to thet same spot purchased from the Jebusite. 
‘What = happy day it was for David! 


‘With great joy and gladness they brought up the ark 
after many years of wandering. “And David spake to 
the chief of the Levites to sppoint their brethren to be 
the singers with instruments of musick, psalteries and 
harps and cymbals, soundiog, by lifting up the voice 
with joy” (1 Chron. 15.16). It was a time of great 
joy, With singers ‘singing right from the heart on thet 
day of gladness and David himself joining in the cele- 
tration (verse 27). 


Thus David had to lean two lessons before God 
allowed him to have the joy of bringing the ark w its 
right place. Firstly, he had to learn that bis brain must 
be completely free from all chaff and straw to make 
room for the wisdom of God. Secondly, he had to 
learn that the divine order for God's house must be very 

* strictly and thoroughly maintained. It may take us many 
yeare to learn thiete lessons and to understand the divine 
plea for the work of God and for. His church. But 
when we eventually see the ark of God coming into its 
place, we shall be filled with great joy. 


The Atk is a type of the Lord Jesus Christ. He 
mest be given. His rightful place in your heart, in your 
home, and ip your church order, When that is 10, there 
is great joy. David won many battles but none gave him 
the same joy" of heart as that which he had in seeing the 


‘Ark of God coming to rest in this very spot that he had” 


purchased from Araunah. ‘This ‘is our joy and strength, 
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when we sce the Lotd Jesus Christ enthroned in believers? 
hearts #8 King of kings, in their families et Head, and 
in the ensembly #3 Lord. 


‘These words are found in many houses: “Christ is the 
Head of this House’, But sll too often when you suy 
there for cwo or three days, you find who is craly the 
head there! The wife is head sod even the stroag- 
looking busband trembles before his wife. She can change 
his mind — by anger or tears she koows how. But we 


observed: Firstly, the Lord Jesus is to be your personal 
Head; secondly, He is to be the Head of your family; 
thirdly, He ix to be the Head of the assembly of which 
you are a member, Only when this is troc have you 
brought the Ark of God into its proper resting place. 


offer you this joy in His Nemc, 
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“F delight t0 do thy will, O my God” 
(Peaim 40.8). 


STRENGTH IS the secret of physical growth. The 
joy of the Lord which is our real strength in all our 
circumstances and experiences and responsibilities, i the 
vectet of trae spiritual growth. 


As an example we take a new-bora beby. That child 
grows end develops, but is still a baby for the first wo 
years of his life. Then he enters the scoond stage of 
childhood; from there he passes into boyhood, starts his 
schoo! fife and learns many things. Finally he passes 
out of school and college into young manhood. Now 
he is able to understand more about life through his 
various i and is able to bear more responsi- 
bility in home life, or business life, or national affairs. 
Our spiritual life can be divided into the same 
stages. We begin that life as a spiritual babe, born 
again of the Holy Spirit when we repent of our sins 
and on the Lord Jesus Christ ss our Saviour. 
Of course God does not want us. always to be babes. 
Yet alas it ix quite postible to remain « spitiuul bebe 
for many instead of for only 2 few months 
‘and, ead to say, many do. So often it is those who 
fave a poor beginning and 2 wesk foundation who 
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make slow spiritual growth. But God wants every one 
of His children to come to full growth and responsi- 
bility. : 


God's intention is that you should grow daily, and 
quickly move on from one stage to another. As you read 
and meditate in God's Word you get to know Him, and 
so you have a growing hunger to be in His presence. 
Just aa a small child loves to be in the presence of his 
parents, 20 a5 God’s child you long to be in His pre- 
sence, and it is by spending time with’ God chat you 
grow in the knowledge of Him, 


As we begin to delight in the Lord, we begin to have 
real pleasure in doing His will. “I delight to do thy 
will, O my God!" (Psalm 40.8). The desire 10 know 
and to be well-plessing two the Lord only comes aa we 
make spicitual progress. Sometimes the Lord keeps us. 
waiting months or years to know His will, and a» we 
wait we learn valuable lessons, We learn bow 00 exercite 
the authority of His Name; we leara two understand the - 
hidden mysteries of His Word; and from this we pass 
oa to che place where-we are willing to suffer shame 
for Him. As we go throngh all these experiences we 
grow into spiritual manhood, and that means that we 
are ready to bear the spiritual responsibility that God 
has for us and is waiting to share with us. In just the 
same way at we have national and family responsibilities, 
10 God also wants us co begr spiritual responsibilities both 
here on earth and in. heavealy places also. 


We have asiready seen that God chose David for 
a great purpose. We have followed the outline of 
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seen the stages by which he progressed in 
the Lord. In all those experiences he was 


his Hife and 
the joy 


g 


viously failed. Ini the same way there ate many enemies 
of God and of His Word whom we cannot defeat uniess 
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cor these practice, oe their idolatry. We may win many 
victories, but if in this matter we fail to keep the charge 
given by God, the result will be hindrance of spiritual 
growth, and suany tears, It is because of the “Jebusites” 
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disaster, David's own plan for bringing the ark inte the 
house of God brought only faiture and sorrow, but when 
he followed the divine instructions there was great joy 
and rejoicing for the whole ‘nation. 


Finally, the most wonderful day for David was when 
God commisted t0 him in detail the whole Yittern for 
the temple (3 Chron, 28.19). God could not have re- 

this co him at the beginning of his life, 

be 
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you ever know God's full thought for His house, the 
Church, David fought many battles, but it ‘was in thete 
very battles that he gained his spisitual training, In’ 
1 Chronicles 26.27, we read that it was the spoil of the 
battles that was dedicated towards the beautifying of the 
House of God. In all his many experiences David was . 
gathering material for the temple. When Saul was chosen 
to be king, be was crowned at once without any training, 
bur it resulted eventually in his rejection by God because 
of his stubbornness and blindness; but when God brought 
David to the thtone, he kad already undergone macy 
hardships and trials, It was these which qualified him 
for the throne. In spite of David’s failures, God did 
not forsake him, but went on rebuking and chastening 
and training and preparing him for His highest purpose- 

Jf you are-not’ born again, then, like Saul, you can 
never enter the work of God or have a share in the 
Kingdom, Saul was rejected completely from the throne, 
and so will you be. But if, on the other hand, you are 
«child of God and have begun to walk in obedience to 
Him, then God will never leave you until He has given 
you the full, clear pattern, ‘even as He gave it to David, 
The details of that pattern were of heavenly origin, be- 
came the temple war not for man's usc, nor to attract 
man's attention, nor to show foreh any man's skill. Every 
dimension, every material, even the windows and doors 
and colours were to show forth the glory of God by 
displaying, in type, the Lord Jesus Christ in His Church, 
The Church is not an earthly building, built for man's 
habitation, where money is collected and lectures are 
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given, It is 9 spititual building in which is wo be re- 
vealed the love of God in Christ for man’s salvation. 


At last, after many years of experience and training, 
David bed come to « position of spiritual responsibility 
for the vision of God's house, end could say, ‘Now I 
know why God has chosen me’. Now at length he could 
show the pattern of the temple to the nation, and thus 
God had laid upon him. So he gathered together ail 
the leading men of the kingdom, the princes, the Levites, 
the priests, and the captains of thousands; and having 
showed the pattern to Solomon, he gave all his mighty 
men the opportunity and privilege of having a share in 
this task. “Who then is willing to consecrate his service 
this day unto the Lord?” {1 Chron. 29.5). 

Now I wane you to note how in this chapter the 
privilege was only for those who were of a “willing” 


of gold 
and silver and brass. There was no lack of these 
things; but now he made an opportunity for all those 
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ie een Blood te the lent drop m order to wank we ftom 
our sins and give us power ever the enensy, and He hes 


given us His Holy Spirit to help us and lead us and to 


Now please listen to His words as He stands before 
you holding out His nail-picrced hands and pleading: 


“And who then is willing to consecrate his service this 


day unto the Lord?” (x Chron. 29.5). ‘Who is willing 


te give to Me bis life first and then his substance, bit 


THLE 


til 
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member that your eyes must be on the Lord Jesus 
Christ all the time; on His victory and His Life for you, 
and that the living Word of God must be your contin- 
ual guide, Say to Him ‘Lord Jesus, I give myself will- 
ingly to thee; my hands, my feet, my tongue, my eyes, 
my wealth—anything and everything I am or may have. 
Ie is all Thine.’ 


For two full years I grieved my Lord after He had 
spoken to me. In January-1930, 25 years ago, the Lord: 
spoke very ‘clearly to me, saying: ‘Give me your life, 
and you shall be my witness!” But I argued with God 
and told Him I was willing to offer my money and my 
time, but that I was not willing to be a preacher. Thus 
for two full years I burt and grieved my Lord. How 
T eqrtow cow Aip thopt years of Joss und hardness of 
heart; bot bew F pyrise God gleo that He did not leave 
mel How I taut Khe ft His long-anifferiyg aad for 
‘hh, intinjee pifience and farol Ar int on the 4h April 
193% I durromdadeal ogyyelf wilfingty wo God for His 
obrviets 

‘Fo-iny He ip pioadigg with yoo. Bp not refuse Him. 
Yield now fo Hin in fill sarcender—yourrelf, your life, 
your all-ind He will diejs. you, aad you will be a 
‘Sleasigg. 


JOY IN UNION 
The Lord delighteth in thes” 


ate . i 

the object of all His dealings with “as ia fellowship 
i} 
i 
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with Himecif. ‘That goal sowacds which He is drawing 
on step by step, a0 that we cannot draw beck, is the 
of perfect oneness and union with our Lord. 


joy 
In these days 
few people know the spicirua! messing of human married 
life, and that is why we find in many homes uabappi- 
esa, etrife, misery and sorrow. This is seen even’ in 


of wickedness, corruption and sin, very 


of martied life in terms of lust; others in terms of the 
gold and silver they will gt by the dowsy; others agin 
in terms of furnished houses, or food, or clothing, and 

yet others in terms of comfort, or of children ot of 
having authority over their wives; and that is why we 


But the Bible says: ‘the bridegroom rejaicea over 
the bride’, That speaks of the pure joy that rises only 
from a fellowship of life which is the God. 
‘We need only to remind ourselves of an instance or 
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two from the Word of God, and thea we shall see for 
ourselves what ix God’s thought for married life, 

“Ts is not good that the man should be alone; I will 
make kim an help mect for kan’ (Gen. 2.18). 

Let us look first at Adam and Eve. God's purpose 
in giving Eve to Adam as a companion was for felow- 
ship. God wane us ail to have that true fellowship. 
‘This word fellowship is a unique word in the Bible and 
no one can truly understand it who is not born again, 
‘The fellowship with the Father and the Son is wholly 
and solely and entirely for those who have received new 
life from Him, and who abide with Him and in Him 
for ever and ever. That is how we define the love of 
God. It is the life of God flowing into us and our life 


first, they did not in the least resemble exch other, but 
after many years of martied life, they seem to be more 
like twins than busband or wife. There i s0 much 
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that day you would have perhaps said that they were 
brother and sister, because they were both made in the 
image of God. 


Yet could there have been any comparison between 
the tiny bone which God took out of Adam and the 
woman He brought to him as his wife? Imagine God 
taking out the piece of bone and holding that before 
‘Adam in its uncompleted state! Could he have bed 
fellowship with that piece of bone? But God breathed 
upon it, and fashioned it and it became Eve, the very 
counterpart of Adam. And we, before we are born 


ugly and which had not yet touched Adam, In our 


JOY IN UNION 51 


tween two persons, because what husband and wife can 
give to and. receive from’ each other is something that 
can never be exchanged between other persons. What 
husband and wife can give to each other cannot be given 
by mother or brother or sister, or in any other relation 
ship. In a way that is equally unique there can be & 
deep mystical union between man and Ged that even 
the angels in heaven cannot experience, because they 
cannot receive the divine love which He gives to man. 
That is the marvel of redemption. 

‘Now let us imagine a cultured and good-looking man, 
marrying @ plain, dark-complezioned and uncultured gir] 
and doing so of his own choice solely because of the 
love he has for her. He marrics her, not for any com- 
pulsion that is upon him but solely because of his pure 
inward love for her. She may be as black ss coal, and 
she may be the most ugly woman in the whole town, 
but that man can give to her what he could not give 
to anybody clse, because their marriage is besed upon 
a pure inward love and union, 


In a similar way God can give to you and me a 
divine love that the angels can never receive or appreciate. 
He may give the angels wisdom; He may give them 
power and might; He may give them many tasks to 
perform in heaven; but He cannot give them'Hin deep, 
redeeming, everlasting love. We say this with all re 
verence and by the authority of God, because the world 
to come is not to be governed by angels, but by men 
who are now redeemed by His Blood. As Hebrews 2: 
$8 tells us, the world is not going to be in subjection 
to the angels, but > men. 
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‘What was it that compelled the Lord Jesus to give 
His body to be broken? The answer is in John 3.16: 


for ever—and #0 that love found expression. by being 
poured out on the cross. When you are born again, 


the 
“Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honowr to him: 
for the marriage of the Lamb is coma, and his wife hath 


It is with such love as that of which we have been 


husbend, but she dare not #3 a bride tell him of cer- 
tain things which can ooly be spoken of after many 
months or years of understanding one another. 
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But as they together obey the divine laws, and as mutual 
trust and confidence increase, she will be able to cett 
hin all. 


‘The time is coming when we will be able to tell our 
Lord everything, and He will be able to tell us every 
thing, Some say that if the husband gives the whole 
month's selary to his wife it is a sign of true love, but 
when you go to heaven the Lord will share everything 
with you without any compulsion, and yet you will be 
glad to be in subjection to Him throughout eternity. 


Now do you understand why your Lord wants you 
tw be His? Now do you understand why He is calling 
you, loving you and disciplining you? It is even that 
He may rejoice over you with heavenly rejoicing, and 
that you may have an intimacy with God the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost that the angels can never 
know. It is that you may enjoy the sweetest love through 
all erernity—that you may know the great joy of being 
loved with a heavenly, everlasting love. 


‘Why refuse such a love, when all the heavealy powers 
are waiting t see God’s glory end beamy in you snd 
God wants you to be the object of His delight and 
affection? Please receive Him with that object, thet the 
joy of the Lord may indeed be your strength, and chat 
He may rejoice over you with singing. Will you not 
allow Him to bring you into that enjoyment ? 
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“At thy vight hand there are pleasures for evermore” 
(Psalm 16.11). 


WE HAVE seen how the Lord begins to joy in us wheo 
‘He bas brought us to 2 full and final position in Himself. 
Our relationship to Him then is akin to that of « bride 
being prepared for e Bridegroom. When the work of 
salvation hes been deepened and perfected until we know 
how intimate is to be our union with the Lord, and 
when we begin to see something of what He wants ua 
tw be, then it becomes easier for us to prepare ourselves 
for that mutual intimacy. 


Before we came to our Lord Jesus Christ, und when 
we wete in our sins, we thought only of what we would 
receive from Him. When we struggled with sin, secking 
to escape its power, and realised how weak and feeble 
we were, then we cried to Him for help. When we were 
in trouble or distress we called upon Him to deliver us 
from our trials, and when we were dissppointed because 
our loved ones failed us or were taken sway from us, 
we asked for comfort and were indeed comforted. But 
in all these things ew thought of salvation only as some- 
thing that wwe could get from Him 


New we shall see from Ivaigh 62 what our Lord 
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Nant ut t be to Him, and how He expects asd hopes 
to get something in us for Himself. 

‘For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, and for 
Sevusalem’s sake 1 evil not rest, wiht ‘she vighteoumess 
thereof go forth os brightness, and the saloation thereof 
as a lamp that burneth” (Isa. 62.1), 

Here God is saying to us that He will not rest till 
He has received from us that for which He has been 
waiting from eternity.” He has to come to us again and 
sgain and speak to us from His Word concerning this 
til we fully understand His thoughts. He has to dis- 
cipline and train us over many years until our hearts 
are ready to receive them. Let us then try to enter 
into the heart of God by faith and ade those longings 
and desires which He has for us. 

‘The brighmess of God Himself has shined in upan 
our darkness, to bring to us light in the revelation of 
Himself. Now His righteousness and salvation in us 
re bright a8 a burning light, shining forth till every 
kind of darkness has been completely driven away. 
God wants us to display such a righteousness 2s has 
not been_possessed by any nation in any pare of the 
world, For centuries men throughout the world have 
been trying > become righteous by setting up some 
high moral taw and then struggling to attain to it. 
In every country, in every mation, in every religion, 
men have struggled that way, but in the end they have 
had to give up the struggle and acknowledge their 
defeat and failure, But the Mighty and Holy God 
offers to you His own fighteousness in which there 
is no flaw or fault, In the words of Jude: ‘Now 
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unto him that is able wo keep you from falling, and to 
present you faultless before the presence of his glory 
with exceeding joy ... be glory”. 


God wants tw present us spotless in His own presence 
before the sngels of heaven. But if we place our trust 
in our omm righteousness He can never do thet. Human 
sighteousness is nothing but filthy rags. Whatsoever 2 
man mey acquire by his own effort may look all right 
to him for s short period, but it can never’ withstand 
the searching gaze of heaven. Bur the righteousness of 
God in you is of such a nature that if you possess it 
even the angels cannot point « finger at you in con- 
demnation. God not only forgives your sins but He 
undertakes to keep you from falling aid to present you 
spotless in His presence with glory and joy. Note single 
being will be able to see ony blemish or flaw in you 
‘then. Such is the righteousness that God offert to us 
Have you received much a righteousness or are you still 
trusting 1m something ele? ‘Tell me, is human good- 
ness and purity of such a nature? Your friends and 
neighbours may admire you, und tell you that you are 
40 good and kind and pure. Yet even by human standards 
you know that it is not true, and if you were to be 
‘examined by the heavenly powers, how would you stand? 
‘How will thst ‘righteousness’ of yours ever compare t 
the righteousness He gives? 


"And che Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, ond all 
ings shy glory: and thow shalt be oalled-by 6 new name, 
sohich the mouth of the Lord shall name” (Isa. 62.2). 
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God reveals His standard in x Corinthians 1.30, “Christ 
Jesus ... is made unto us ... righteousness”. He Himself 
is our righteousness. No man on earth could find any 
blemish in Him, He was the only Perton of whom we 
can say that He had no sin and knew no sin, and even 
in heaven He is supreme above all the cherubim and 
seraphim. It is His righteoumess which we receive through 
faith in His finished work, and that is why other people 
who, are full of criticisms cannot find fault in it. For 
this righteousness is to be exposed and displayed to-day. 
“The Geatiles shall see ..” If the heavenly powers are 
seeing only His righteousness in you ix stands to reason. 
that there must not be ground for men to find fault in 
you now. “For as many of you as have been baptized 
into Christ have put on Christ” (Gal. 3.27). 


“Bur put ye on che Lord Jesus Christ, and make not 
provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof” (Rom. 
13.14). Just as our skin covers the muscles underneath, 
the very righteousness of the mighty Saviour covers us 

- when we receive Him. We offer that to you now with 
God’s authority. God’s Word says it; we have proved 
it by experience; now we offer it to you, and with it 
the promise in Isaiah 62.2: “And the Gentiles shail see 
thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory”. 


There have been many great kings throughout the 
world in many centuries, mighty kings and wise kings, 
kings who have fought many battles and who have 
brought prosperity to their kingdoms. They came, 
they lived, they died, and now their names are for- 
gotten snd whatsoever they did snd achieved has 
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become as nought. These worldly kings may have boasted 
of great achievements and glory, but when they are made 
to see your glory that you have in Christ—they will be 
put to shame and will have to ecknowledge thet what 
they had on earth is nothing compared to what they 
Bow see in you. 


One Lord wants us here to-day to be vessels of His 
glory end beauty. Upon the earth, He makes us par- 
takers of the divine nature, temples of the Holy Spirit, 
that we may become an expression of His own holiness, 
sharers of His‘ inheritence, and vessels filled to overflow- - 
ing with His life. He muekes us fit for His heavenly 
calling and when the work of the Holy Spirit has been 
perfected in our faithful walk on earth, we shall see the 
honour and glory waiting for us in heaven, (Luke 19.17) 
Many a saint just before his death has seen something 
of heaven, and when his relations are weeping because 
he is about to pass away, then it is the dying man who 
begins to comfort chem. ‘Do not weep for me,’ he says, 
‘I see heaven open and the angels ready 00 receive me’. 
Others around him may not see, but the one who ix 
about to be called by the Lord into heaven ia given new 
eyes to see heavenly things. Some have actualiy heard 
the angels singing before their death. Some, with shin- 
ing face, declare that they see the Lord Jesus and though 
in great physical pain, enter already into the joy of 
theie Lord. 


According to the Word of God, every believer who 


is found faithful in chet which is least will be given 
such a welcome. Will any earthly king receive such 
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hosour anywhere? Yet there is such « tory in store 
for you, ‘and the kings shall see thy glory’. If you do 
uot believe me wait till you die and then you will know 
whether what I say is true or net! You may be poor 
and illiterate, you may not know much about the Bible 
or about Bible doctrine, but if you have been faithful 
to your Lord, there is « heavenly welcome awaiting you. 


“And thos shalt be called by a mem name, which the 
mouth of the Lord shall name” (Isa. 62.2). 


Anew name! Men upon earth may have many oames 
and titles like Bahadur, Khan Babadur, His Excellency, 
and people who have such titles and the power or autho- 
tity that goes with chem demand the respect of men. 
God says that He will give you an entirely new name 
which He will choose. 


Our fellow-men give us names upon earth, which 
describe our character. Some call us lazy, some proud, 
others call us greedy, others vain, and others. again say 
thar we are ugly end foolish. All these names indicate 
our weakness, and often they follow us through life. 
does not matter by what name men call you upon earth, 
when you repent and are born again, the Lord Jesus by 
Hin blood covers your past and takes sway every re- 
prosch and stigma of character, and gives you an entirely 
new name which only the Lord God knows beside your- 
self, Ir will be revealed when all things have become 
new. We read in Revelation 21:5 “Behold I will make 
all things new.” Everything will be new in thet day, 
even your very personality, 
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Some of you are very fond of new things. I remember 
when I was 2 child my fether bought me 2 new pair of 
Engtish shoes and I wes so carefal with them that, if 
I happened tm see a thom in the path I would remove 
the shoes | I wanted the shoes to remain new, bright 
and shining. You may like new clothes, or bouses, of 
friends, but they will all become old. Friends become 
old, and 10 also do husbands and wives! You also are 
becoming old. Because of human corruption nothing 
on carth can remain new. 


But when you have received the new life which is 
ternal, God will go on making you new all the time. 
There is no old age in eternal life. You will not see 
in heaven anything that is old. Everything there will 
be new and fresh and shining and bright. Every day 
you will be learning and receiving something new. 
The Lord says, ‘I will give you a new name,’ 
signifying all that He hss planned in order to keep us 
new for eternity. Human efforts cannot keep you young. 
Some old people dye their hair, because they want to 
took young. Some parents do not want children because 
they hope thereby to remain young. You are a murderer 
if you have that mentality. But apart from that, human. 
effort cannot keep men youg The human body must 
become old. But in eternity thére will be perperual 
freshness and youth. 

“Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of 
the Lord; and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God”. 
(isa. 62.3). 


These two things go together, the crown and the. 
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royal disdem. Many kings bave both. They have first 
s crown made at the time of their Coronation which 
speaks of the glory of the king for thet occasion. Then 
they have another crown, which hes been in the royal 
family for many generations. That is what these words 
mean: A crown in the hand of the Lord, and « royal 
disdem in the hand of thy God. 


First of all, you become a crown to show forth God's 
Qfeamess, to show forth what God hes wrought in you 
inwardly. You may have been a drunkard but the mighty 
Lord has made you clean and new, you may have been 
living a life of shame, but, by God’s grace, you have 
‘been redeemed and cleansed. 


Secondly, we share chat greatness with all the saints 
who have been from the very beginning of creation. 
‘When we go to heaven we shall see Abrahem, Joseph, 
Moses, Isaiah and Daniel, and will not need to be in- 
ttoduced to them. For eternal life is of auch a nature 
‘that it makes us perfectly one with all the sons of God 
‘throughout all ages, We shall enjoy heaven's fulness 
and wealth and perfection, When we go there we wilt 
not live like strangers, but as one heaventy family in 
petfect harmony; and collectively we shall show forth 
the power and might of God. Thus we shall be called 
crown of glory and «.royal disdem in the hand of 


“Thow shalt wo more be termed Forsaken; neither 
shall thy land any more be termed Desolate; bwe tho 
shalt be called Hephsitch, ond thy land Benlah: for 
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the Lord delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be married” 
(Isa. 62.4). 


Do you remember how, in the book of Esther, we 
see maany virgins brought to the king, and Esther hefvelf 
among them? The other virgins, we are told, used 
many oils and spices to make themselves ‘appear more 
‘beautifal, but none of them brought delight to the king. 
‘Yer when Esther was brought before him, the king 
loved her above all the women and she found favour 
in his sight more than them all, There was something 
in hee that gave delight and it wat no mere humen 
beauty. And it is something of this narure—something 
inward and Christ-like—that alone can explain these 
words: “The Lord delighteth in thee”. 


“Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken.” Upon 
this earth, if your bome is an unbappy ane and you do 
not get what you want, you begin longing for something 
beer. But when you get to heaven all your past 
failures and disappointments will be covered. You may 
have had nobody to love you for many years, nobody 
to wipe your tears, nobody to hold your hands and say: 
‘1am sorry for you’. But in keaven your God will 
Jove you and joy over you, and will say: ‘My child, I 
fove you more then enyone could ever have loved you 
on earth? God will take detight in you. He will love 
you, and will be loved by you m return. 


Upon earth it happens sometimes that you love 
someone who does not love you, ot someone loves 
you but you do ‘not respond. But in beaven we will 
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be equally loved and loving for all time. The Lord 
Hinnelf will take delight in us, loving us and being 
us, Upon earth you may have no true friends, 


Heaven. There is one Body, one Bride, and one heaven- 
ly Life in ail, and you will all receive the same sweet- 
ness and tove from your Saviour. 

“The Lord thy God in the midst of shee is mighty; he 
will rejoice over thea with joy; he will rest in his Love, he 
will joy over thee with singing” (Zeph. 3.17). 

Of what « privilege to enter into the rest which He 


It is this joy which is your strength, and it is this joy 
love which we offer you in the Name of the 


Lord Jesus Chriat. 
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rast in His love”. Do not despise God's offer, nor reject 
i The Lord Jesus Christ, your loving Seviour, is 
standing by your side pleading with you and saying: 
‘My son, My daughter, give Me your heart; end let My 
joy be your strength, My life your life." Amen. 


